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humanity, and I beg you will assure the Committee of my
readiness to co-operate with them in any experiments or
investigations on the subject.
If you think my visiting the mines can be of any use I
will cheerfully do so.
There appear to me to be several modes of destroying
the firedamp without danger; but the difficulty is to ascertain
when it is present without introducing lights which may
inflame it. I have thought of two species of lights which •
have no power of inflaming the gas which is the cause of
the firedamp, but I have not here the means of ascertaining
whether they will be sufficiently luminous to enable the
workmen to carry on their business. They can be easily
procured, and at a cheaper rate than candles.
I do not recollect anything of Mr. Ryan's plan: it is
possible that it has been mentioned to me in general con-
versation, and that I have forgotten it. If it has been
communicated to me in any other way it has made no
impression on my memory.
I shall be here ten days longer, and on my return south
will visit any place you will be kind enough to point out
to me where I may be able to acquire information on the
subject of the coal-gas.
Should the Bishop of Durham be at Auckland, I shall
pay my respects to his Lordship on my return,
I have the honour to be, dear Sir, with much respect.
Your obedient, humble servant,
H. davy.
At Lord Somerville's,
near Melrose, N.B."
This is Davy's second great letter. As in his reply to
Faraday, he showed his remarkable gift for recognizing and
attending to important new matters. His willingness to
consider novel suggestions was one of his finest qualities.
On his journey to the south he visited the Gateshead
district and made some preliminary investigations in the
company of the Rev. Mr. Hodgson, who had preached the

